AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS ; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, 
and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1. (currently amended) Stapler for stapling together a 
workpiece with a staple, which stapler comprises a base part 
and a stapling unit which, are connected in such manner that 
they can be moved towards and away from each other in a 
reciprocating stapling movement, and which stapling unit 
incorporates a magazine in which staples are stored and a 
driver which, during the stapling movement, drives a staple 
which is formed into a shape including a first leg and a 
second leg with an intermediate crown through an outlet 
opening connected to the magazine, and in which the base 
part includes a lower part and an upper part, which is 
connected to the lower part in such manner that it can be 
moved towards and away from the lower part, and between 
which parts is arranged a first elastic element which, in an 
initial position, urges the upper and lower parts apart, 
the upper part being provided with a surface on which the 
workpiece to be stapled is placed and in which surface is 
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arranged an opening through which the legs of the staple 
driven by the driver pass after the legs have been driven 
through the workpiece, and to which upper part bending 
devices arranged pivotably about individual pivot pins are 
connected in the area under the opening, the upper part, in 
the initial position, being blocked from being moved in a 
downward direction towards the lower part by a blocking 
arrangement when the driver drives the staple legs through 
the workpiece, and which blocking arrangement is disengaged 
by a releasing arrangement when the driver has driven the 
staple to a position in which the staple crown is in contact 
with the upper surface of the workpiece, whereupon the upper 
part and stapling unit are moved towards the lower part, 
causing the bending devices, by interaction with the lower 
part, to be moved, by pivoting about their respective pivot 
pins, in a direction towards the upper part, whereupon the 
staple legs are moved by the bending devices against the 
underside of the workpiece, CHARACTERISED IN THAT the 
blocking arrangement comprises the bending devices which, in 
the initial position, are in blocking contact with a rigid 
surface on the lower part, that is spaced from the upper 
part, and that is fixed against movement in the downward 
direction, preventing the upper part from being moved in the 



3 



direction of the lower part^ and in that the releasing 
arrangement comprises releasing legs arranged on the 
stapling unit, which interact with releasing devices 
arranged on the bending devices to release the bending 
devices from the blocking position. 

2. (previously presented) Stapler in accordance with 
claim 1, CHARACTERISED IN THAT the bending devices are 
provided respectively with a first contact point which, in 
the initial position, are in contact individually with the 
lower part at respective second contact points on the rigid 
surface, each of which points is located essentially 
directly below the pivot centre of a respective bending 
device . 

3. (previously presented) Stapler in accordance with 
claim 1, CHARACTERISED IN THAT the bending devices are moved 
to their initial position by an elastic element. 

4 . (previously presented) Stapler in accordance with 
claim 1, CHARACTERISED IN THAT the bending devices are 
prevented by latches from being pivoted in a direction 
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opposite to that in which the bending devices bend the 
staple legs. 

5. (previously presented) Stapler in accordance with 
claim 2, CHARACTERISED IN THAT the bending devices are moved 
to their initial position by an elastic element. 

6 . (previously presented) Stapler in accordance with 
claim 5, CHARACTERISED IN THAT the bending devices are 
prevented by latches from being pivoted in a direction 
opposite to that in which the bending devices bend the 
staple legs . 

7. (previously presented) Stapler in accordance with 
claim 2, CHARACTERISED IN THAT the bending devices are 
prevented by latches from being pivoted in a direction 
opposite to that in which the bending devices bend the 
staple legs. 

8 . (previously presented) Stapler in accordance with 
claim 3, CHARACTERISED IN THAT the bending devices are 
p reven ted by latches from being pivoted in a direction 
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opposite to that in which the bending devices bend the 
staple legs. 
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